
MTCPL Board of Trustees 

Meeting of the Board of Trustees 

11/28/22 Meeting, 6:30pm 

1 Crocker Blvd. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:32pm by President, Rebecca Fitzgerald. 

Present: Rebecca Fitzgerald, Nancy Mitchell, Diana Wheatley-Hageman, Erik Honsel, Victoria Denison, 

Kathy Tinkler  

Absent: Paul Leone, excused 

Motion to approve the agenda as presented 

Move: N. Mitchell Second: K. Tinkler 

All in favor, motion carries. 

Motion to approve the meeting minutes from 10/24/22 as presented 

Move: D. Wheatley-Hageman Second: N. Mitchell 

All in favor, motion carries. 

Motion to approve the check run for October 2022 

Move: V. Denison Second: N. Mitchell 

All in favor, motion carries. 

Public Comment (summarized) 

At this time, President Fitzgerald reads the guidelines for making public comment. 

T.D. @ 22 Michigan: Without any agenda packets, the public has no idea what is going on. There is no 

detailed budget published, where can we find that information? It doesn’t seem normal that this 

meeting didn’t open with the pledge of allegiance.  

 

M.W. @ 71 Lodewyck: [hands out packets to the board members] I am in protest of the dystopian future 

that director, Brandon Bowman has for the library and the taxpayers. Last month, the director urged 

trustees to join the Kids of Michigan Right to Read campaign. Citizens are bamboozled by this 

disingenuous behavior, the brainwashing and sexualization of our children and the overall sexual 

confusion. Kids don’t have the right to read pornography. The fact that the MI Library Association says 

that they are against censorship is laughable. I demand the resignation of Brandon Bowman and the 

library to cut ties with the MLA. 

 

Construction Update from Brandon Bowman [Seth unable to attend tonight’s meeting, but is able to 

meet next week on Wednesday with anyone that is interested] 



• We are currently waiting on Comcast for the internet installation in order to get our Temporary 

CoO 

• Booth seating in the upper level non-fiction area have been put together 

• Rain gardens are ready to be filled with potting soil 

• They are working on the front drainage system now 

• We are waiting on internet in order to check the fire safety system and geothermal system 

• All of the tiling is done and everything has been carpeted except the front entry  

• The train has been assembled in the children’s area 

• Currently the main holdup is Comcast; we need CAT1&5 lines re-ran and minor tweaks are 

needed to the auditorium amplifier 

• The folding dividers in the auditorium are the next to go up and that area will be done 

• There are a lot of small things to finish up, we hope to have our CoO by mid-December and open 

to the public after the first of the year 

• We are unable to control the heat very well right now, there are 4 units working, which is not 

enough to heat the whole building 

• A cleaning crew will be in after all of the construction is done 

Strategic Planning Update 

Nothing is going on at this time. If we are able to open in November, we can begin planning for a 

springtime grand opening celebration. We will pick up strategic planning in April or May. 

**The next board meeting is scheduled for 12/19/22, due to the holiday. The chambers are unavailable 

that day and 12/27, so we cannot reschedule. If we are unable to hold the meeting at 150 Cass we can 

cancel the December meeting and have the January board meeting in the new building.  

Motion to cancel the 12/19/22 Board Meeting 

Move: D. Wheatley-Hageman Second: V. Denison 

All in favor, motion carries.  

Director’s Report from Brandon Bowman 

We would like to welcome Jordan Alexander, our new Marketing Coordinator, to the team. She has 

already started on the re-branding project, has our social medial up and running and has presents some 

great ideas! Katie and Brandon met with Rick, our insurance representative to discuss health plan 

options. The ‘Healthier You’ project costs $3,000 per year and provides certain unlimited mental health 

resources for part- and full-time staff, free of charge. We have finalized moving all items from the 

community center, including equipment and furniture. Our librarians have been delivering holds to 

patrons in an attempt to keep some services available during this closure. Employees are working on 

remote projects while at home such as collection developments and other outreach services. Our youth 

librarians have been working with the schools and using the bookmobile as their school library. The cost 

for landscaping and snow removal may increase a bit. We are working with a local Master Gardener, 

who has been instrumental in getting volunteer to help move dirt and plant a few things. We will review 

our internet use policy and go over all other policies after the first of the year, as many will need to be 

revised in the newly renovated building.  



Motion to accept the director’s report as presented 

Move: N. Mitchell Second: V. Denison 

All in favor, motion carries. 

Trustee comments (summarized) 

KT: There has been a big difference in the last month. The painting is mostly done and looks nice. The 

tree is getting set up in the story time room.  

RF: The library looks great driving by in the dark after work. Is the outside complete? [BB: No, grading 

needs to be completed in the front, the pick up window and loading dock needs to be finished and the 

trees are coming next week] The mental health package is a great addition, allowing a crisis line and the 

ability to establish and continue care. Thank you Brandon for all of your work, it seems being closed is 

more work. I’m sure Kathy and Katie are there to help, especially Kathy with Polaris.  

VD: When is the meeting with Seth next week? [BB: Wednesday, 11/30/22 @ 1:30pm]  

Motion to adjourn 

Move: N. Mitchell   Second: K. Tinkler 

All in favor, motion carries.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:00pm by President, Rebecca Fitzgerald. See you in January! 

MEETING MINUTES BY KATIE BARNES 


